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    Abstract
In December 2015, Wales became the first country in the UK to move away from an opt-in system in organ procurement. The new legislation introduces the concept of deemed consent whereby a person who neither opt in nor opt out is deemed to have consented to donation. The data released by the National Health Service (NHS) in July 2017 provide an excellent opportunity to assess this legislation in light of concerns that it would decrease procurement rates for living and deceased donation, as well as sparking an increase in family refusals. None of these concerns have come to pass, with Wales experiencing more registered donors, fewer family refusals and more living donations. However, as the number of actual donors has dropped slightly from a high level, the situation must be monitored closely in the years to come.

	family
	ethics
	informed consent
	living wills/advance directives
	donation/procurement of organs/tissues




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/medethics-2017-104475

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	family
	ethics
	informed consent
	living wills/advance directives
	donation/procurement of organs/tissues



View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Funding This study was funded by the Carlsberg Foundation (Grant number: CF14-0896).

	Competing interests None declared.

	Provenance and peer review Not commissioned; externally peer reviewed.

	Presented at This article was presented at the EACME Conference in Barcelona, September 2017.





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
    
  




  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        Other content recommended for you

    
  
  
    	Healthcare students support opt-out organ donation for practical and moral reasonsLong Qian et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2021

	Short-term impact of introducing a soft opt-out organ donation system in Wales: before and after studyJane Noyes et al., BMJ Open, 2019

	The potential impact of an opt-out system for organ donation in the UKRomelie Rieu, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2010

	Factors influencing deceased organ donation rates in OECD countries: a panel data analysisZhi Qu et al., BMJ Open, 2024

	The side effects of deemed consent: changing defaults in organ donationDavid M Shaw, Journal of Medical Ethics, 2019

	Differential impact of opt-in, opt-out policies on deceased organ donation rates: a mixed conceptual and empirical studyAlberto Molina-Pérez et al., BMJ Open, 2022

	The organs crisis and the Spanish model: theoretical versus pragmatic considerationsMuireann Quigley et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2008

	A nudge in the right direction for organ donation—but is it enough?Hugo Wellesley, BMJ, 2011

	Would it be ethical to use motivational interviewing to increase family consent to deceased solid organ donation?Isra Black et al., Journal of Medical Ethics, 2013

	It will take more than an opt-out system to increase organ donation: prioritise donors to receive organsAdnan Sharif, BMJ: British Medical Journal, 2015




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: Institute of Medical Ethics]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook
	 Blog

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 1473-4257Print ISSN: 0306-6800

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Institute of Medical Ethics. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


